Element concentrations (selenium, copper, zinc, iron, magnesium, potassium, phosphorous) in heart tissue of patients with coronary heart disease correlated with physiological parameters of the heart.
The element concentrations (Cu, Zn, Se, Fe, K, Mg, P) of heart tissue taken from patients with coronary heart disease during bypass surgery were measured and related to physiological parameters of the heart. There was no relationship between the element concentrations and the number of vessels stenosed, the occurrence of myocardial infarction or classification according to the NYHA. When the element concentrations of the heart were related with parameters characterizing cardiac output, such as ejection fraction and cardiac index, positive statistically significant correlations were found for selenium, iron, copper, zinc and phosphorus.